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bon 315 die Januari 1711. 


Rdered, T hat the T hanks of this 8 

Houſe bo given to Dr. Gooch, for 
the Sermon by him preached before this © 
Houſe Tefierday at St. Margaret's Weſt 
i minſter 5 and that be be deſired to Print 
the ſame : And that Mr. Cotton, Mr. 


Windſor, and Mr. England do 5. 
| bim therewith. 


Paul JoDRELL, 
Cb Nony Com? 


TI». 
* 2 *; s, 


* 

. 4 
$ 
* 
* 
£ vx 
wilk 
We 

1 


WP. 
. 


4 PSALM XI. 3. 
Tf the Foundations be deſtroy d; what can 


(1 


the Righteous do © 


with a Scrupulous Enquiry, what was the 
Occaſion of Penning 'this Pſalm, or what 
the certain Intendment of the Words be- 


4 [ Shall not trouble this Honourable Audience 


fore us. Whatever was the Reaſon of compo- 
> ſing it; the Time of uſing it, in the publick Ser- 


vice, was after David's coming to the Crown, 
in Remembrance of thoſe many Struggles and 
Convulſions, that had happen'd in the 7ewiſ 
State. And whatever Variety of Senſes, the 
Text may be ſuppos'd to bear, that which is the 
moſt obvious and natural, and therefore likely 
to be the trueſt, does beſt agree with the Mourn- 
ful Solemnity of this Day. For, if the Word, 
Foundations, has Reſpect to the Civil or Religi- 


cus Rights, and Eſtabliſhment of any Nation or 


People, ſurely Nothing could give the Royal 


* Compoler of this Pſalm a more aſtoniſhing Idea, 


than the Thoughts of thoſe Foundations being 
ſtruck at, and thrown down : when all thoſe 
Laws both Sacred and Civil, which were de- 
ſign'd, as ſo many Fences and Securities, to Mens 


Eſtates and Liberties, to their Lives and Religion, 


ſhall themſelves be laid waſte and trampled on, 
or made to truckle tothe arbitrary Wills of thoſe, 
A 2 in 


De avow'd; 


by a 
£100 with Him 


yet mention ꝗ nothing of the Religious 
Jewiſh People 


(4) 


Word of God, and eſtabliſh'd by Civil Sanction, 


fenc'd by Divine and Human Laws, was ras'd and 


rooted up, by the Edomites of thoſe Times, who ; 


cry d, Down with it, Down with it, even to the Ground. 


In ſuch unhappy Circumſtances as theſe ; whe- 
ther we conſider them as the Caſe of our Fathers 


only, or ſuppoſe they may poſſibly be ours here. 
aſter; whether wE look backward for our Humi- 
Iiation, or look forward for our Caution; When 
our Foundations, Civil or Religious, are thus de. 


fir oy d ; What can the Righteous do? * 


ditations ſuitably to the Sad Occaſion o 


And accordingly, I ſhall endeavour, 


Give me Leave therefore to employ Tone Me 
this Day 
by conſidering the Words in this double Vier 


2X ! 
I. To repreſent to you the Foundations of th 
excellent Government, broken and destroy d in t 
great Rebellion. And then F 
II. Obſerye to you the Difficulties, under whiE 
they laboured, who were the Righteous of th f 
Times, who lov'd and valued our Conſtitutiq 1 
how to bear, or how to recover that heavy La 
And _ Ho 


III. and La, I ſhall bring the Subject mi 


home to our ſelves, by conſidering the Words 
fore us by Way of Caution, That if ſuch be Hh 


Miſer y of a ruin'd Eſtabliſhment ; and if next 
impoſſible it be when the Foundations are deſtr. 
to reſtore, and rebuild them; then certainly 
ought to preſerve and ſecure them, whilli 
may: for when they are once gone, what ca 
Righteous do? Ss be 


I. Then, I am to repreſent to you the Founda- 
tions of our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Polity de- 
treu d, &c. 


That the Inſtitution of Government is from 
God, is as N the Nature of Man is 
sſuch, as both befits and requires it. It's certain too, 
that from the eldeſt Times, and in every Country, 
- 7 (which looks very muck like, the Appointment of 


God and Nature) the Rights of Sovereignty have 
been placed in ſingle Perſons, before any Popular 
2 Governments were known. And this alone ſhould 
2 ſtill recommend and endear our Conſtitution to us. 
But whatever Doubts there are about the Original 
af Civil Government, or however Others have va- 

2 ried from us, by Neceſſity or Choice, by aboliſhing 
bi Regal Power, or by a Defection from it; what 
tin ours both is, and ought to be, is certainly deter- 
Z min'd by our Laws, and immemorial Preſcription. 


i In the moſt early and moſt divided Times, as 
na far as we can trace them, the Monarchies of this 


1088 Iſland were only ſmaller, but were Monarchies ſtill; 
and when They fell, the Whole united in one and a 
greater Monarchy : and from that Time for many 
proſperous Ages, this Government has been always 
Monarchical. And whatever Interruptions may 
e Have been in a Lineal Succeſſion, Experience tells 

us, that the moſt finiſh'd Politicks can never fix a 
long -· liv d Goverament of any other Kind upon us, 
The Genius of the Engliſb People has always led 
\i them toit; the Religion of our Country ſuits beſt 
cal with it; our Laws from Beginning to End always 
ſuppoſe and eſtabliſh it ; and it is ſtriking a — 


(6) 


Root and Foundation of our Conſtitutioñ, at atiy 
Time to attempt to alter or ſubvert it. Nay, even 
the wretched People of thoſe Days, whoſe Wick. 
edneſs and whoſe Miſery we' are now remem- 
bring; when they grew weary: of their Happineſs 


in an Excellent Prince, and were refolv'd ro put 


him down, whom God had exalted, even thoſe ery 
Haters'of Monarchy were brought to a tatne Sub- 
miſſion to the Govertiment of One, who was but 
juſt before upon the Level with themſelves.” And 


it was happy for our Exil'd Sovereign, that no 


further Efforts were made to content this People, 
by reſtoring ſome other Parts of this Conſtitution 
to their Powers and Stations: For tho' the Exe- 


cutive is plac d in a ſingle Perſon, yet the Lægifla- 


tive we know is plac'd in mifiy ; and hence tis 
chiefly, that in propritey of Speech, and in the 
moſt Regular Times, we call our ſelves a mix d 
Government. This Nation is nevet ſo happy as 
in the wholſome Conſtitution of Patliaments fre- 
quently and orderly aſſembled. They are the beſt 
Adviſers and Contrivers of dur Laws ; and thefe 
are the beſt Supporters of the Throne. When the 
ſeveral Parts of the Legiſlature go Hand in Hand, 


with mutual Agreement and Conſent ; without 8 
Jealoufie of, or Eneroachment upon one another; . 
then is our Glory higheſt, and Prince and Peo, E 


ple ſafeſt. Our Laws are Enacted by the Join 

Conſent of the Sovereign, and the Three Eſtates, 
and in the preſent Parliamentary Stile, By the 
Authority of the ſame. How long they have beer 
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fo, I forbid my ſelf the Enquiry. Whatever Privi- 7 
loges 


5 ES, 
4 leges the Subjects of this Nation have, (and cer- 
talnly they have enow) let them be contented 
with them and may they ever enjoy them 
privileges ſufficient for dutiful and thankful Sub- 
Jets ! for any but ſuch inſolent Demanders as 
were thoſe of this Day, who, on pretence of 
having beſtow'd, dar'd even to recal the Pow- 
ers, which were legally veſted in their Sove- 
reign, and make Him at laſt their Subject and 
their Priſoner. 
> Thus were the Foundations deſtroy'd, and the 
Legal and Antient Maxims of our Government 
inverted. 4 ? 
For the Eſſence and Power of Laws is derivd 
from the Prince; and in Him is plac'd the ſole 
Execution of them (without which the Zeſft Laws 
in the World would be lifeleſs and uſeleſs). And 
therefore by the Fundamental Conſtitution of 
Zthis Kingdom, the Prerogative and Perſon of the 
Sovereign are Sacred and Inviolable, both guard- 
Zed with the greateſt Tenderneſs ; and 'tis made 
High Treaſon to take up Arms without his Com- 


. iL - 


miſſion, much more againſt his Life, in any 
1 


Him; but all the Powers of the Land, (if our 
Laus ſay true) have no coercive Authority over 
Him. The Lords and Commons can paſs no 


* . 
* >.” 
4 - 


Law (not ſure, a Law deſtructive to their So- 
vereign) without his Conſent, The Lords, as 
a Court of Judicature, muſt try by Authority 

B deriv'd 
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deriv'd from the Throne, and according to the 


conſtant Senſe and Tenor of our Labs: But the 
Commons when their Houle is fulleſt, and their 


Privileges higheſt, can't judge of the Lite of 


the meaneſt Subject. 

And as each Part of the Legiſlature, has its 
own Prerogatives, Powers or Privileges, bound- 
ed and aſcertain'd by Laws, and Cuſtom, and 
Antient Uſage, ſo are they the propereſt Checks 


and Barriers to each other, by which ro keep, 


the Ballance even, againſt every exorbirant De- 
mand and Claim. 

A Conſtitution this, reaſonable and eligible 
(if any ſuch in the World there be) when 
there's a due Proportion of Power, as well as a 
cloſe Connection of Tntereſt in all its Parts 


And yet as wiſely as this Conſtitution of ours is 
fram'd, and as well as it is guarded, it muſt not 
be denied that it has ſomerimes been liable to 
Inequalities and Diſorders. In Powers and In- 
terelts ſo nicely pois'd, no Wonder, if there be 
ſometimes an over-ballance, thro' the Unſteadi- 
neſs of the Hand that holds the Scale, or the 
Contention of thoſe who ſhould preſerve it even. 


Yer let it be ſtill an Argument of the Strength 


and Soundneſs of this Conſtitution, that amidit 
all the Diſputes and Conteſts ariſing from diffe- 
rent Claims and Pretenſions, it has been ever — 


able either to ſupport or recover it ſelf. 


But of all the State-Convulſions which Me. | 7 
mory or Hiſtory can furniſh us withal, none 


muſt be nam'd with that, which We this. Day 


- D « . e 
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deplore. In the reſt, ſome of its Vital rn 4 


35 (9) 
have been preſerv d, and there always appear'd 
ſome Glimpſes of Liſe and Hope. But in the 
Viſitation of this Day, from the Sole of the 
Fool, even unto the Head, there was no Soundneſs 
in it. 'Twas 4 Day of Trouble, Revuke, and Bnſ- 
phemy. When the Sovereign, in whom the Sole 
Executive was plac'd, was, with a Pretence of 
Law, but the Heighth of Iniquity, ſummon'd 
Pefore his own Subjects, judg'd and condemn'd 
by the Rebels his Accuſers. When He who was 
Porn a Prince, and whoſe Vertues and Accom- 
9 pliſhments anſwer'd as well as merited that Ti- 
tle, was arraigned as a Criminal, and executed 
as Common Man. When the Bloodof the Migh- 
| ty was vilely caſt away, even of the Juſt as well 
as Mighty, as tho he neither had been, nor had 
*deſerv'd to be anointed with Oil. 
When, for the ſurer Accompliſhment of this 
| L. ccurſed. Wickednelſs. all the other Parts of this 
good Frame were broke and ſhattered. When 
the Biſhops were fir{t cjeced, as no eſſential 
part of the Conſtitution, tho' our oldeſt and our 
7 beſt Laus, take the rt Care of the Churches 
Rights, and make rhe Clergy one of the Three 
FEllates. When the whole Houſe of Lords were 
| Voted uſeleſs and unneceſſary, as repreſenting 
none but themſelves ; but truly, becauſe they 
rejected the Vote for trying the King. When 
the Commons, bad as they were, were neceſſa— 
| rily to be purg d, as not having enow of them, 
Conſciences ſuffictently ſear d and hardned, to go 
thoſe Lengths of Wickedneſs, that were laid out 
; for them. Yet did theſe wretched Muiſcreants, 
3 B 2 when 
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(10) 


when thus reduc'd to ſo ſmall a Part of one ſin-. 


gle Branch of the Legiſlature, impudently pre- 
tend themſelves the Repreſentative of the Engliſh 


Dr. Kennet, Nation. 4 ſhameful Abuſe of 


Jan. 30. 1705. Words (as an eminent Preacher 


obſerved in this Place and upon 


the ſame Occaſion) © to call the Juncto of a vile 


Party, the Body of the People. No : to the Ho- ; 
nour of Parliaments be it ſpoken, (and it had 


been a fore Objection againſt them, could it not); 
there was no effecting ſuch a thorow-pac'd Vil- 


lany, till (in the P/almift's Phraſe, where He 
purpoſely ſpeaks of Iniquity and Injuſtice) 4 B 


the Foundations of the Earth were out of Courſe. 
If next we conſider our Eccleſiaſtical Founda- 


tions, the State of Religion and the Church; 
Good God ! What a Mixture and a Mockerß 
ſhall we find here > Never ſo great Pretenſions 
to Religion; never ſo little of the Subſtance and 
the Practice of it / That Church, which was 
the Foy, or the Envy of the whole Earth, ſo hap-- 
pily purg'd from Errors, and ſo ſufficient to re- 
fute thoſe ſhe had renounc'd, was to be reform'd 
into newer, and (if poſſible) yet groſſer Errors. 
That Government, which was 4uik on the Foun- © 
dation of Prophets and Apeſiles, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the Head-corner-ſtone, (and one would 
have thought, that other Foundations, no Man 
would have dar'd to lay), that Government it ſelf 
was no more in the Hands of thoſe Sons of Vi- 
olence, than as a tottering Wall, or like a broken © 
Hedge, From the Time that Chriſtianity had 


been planted here (let that be as early as it will) 
« FF . : . 
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1 
Epiſcopacy had been planted too: and no won- 
der; ſince there's no Church in the Chriſtian 
World, but has had a Succeſſion of Biſhops from 
the Apoſiles, if it had Chriſtianity from them. 
And as we had receiv'd, fo we happily preſerv'd, 
and we alone ſtood faſt, in this Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, amidſt the many Changes and Convulſi- 
ons at the Reformation. This we look'd upon 
and retain'd as the Inſtitution of God: upon 
*this, we thought, depended the right Uſe and 
Adminiſtration of the Means of Grace, and theſe, 
we know, are the Foundations of our Hopes of Glory. 
But alas ! They who had already made ſo free 
with the Authority of their Prince, did not ſtick. 
at laſt to uſurp his too, whole Vicegerents Prin- 
ces are. Every one, that would, ſer up for him- 
ſelf, and intruded into the Sacred Office, under 


1 

Pretence of purer Ordinances, and a more Goſ- 
| Jpel-Miniſtry, Thus were deluded Souls moſt 
5 ®blindly conducted, and they who went purpoſely 
d 


out of the Way themſelves, were truſted as the 
only and the ſureſt Guides. The fundamental 
1 Maxim among Proteſtants had been, that he 
. Holy Scriptures were to be our Rule in Religious, 
and the Laws of the Land in Civil Conduct; but 
j- | = ſtood too apparently in the Way : there- 
d Fore New Lights were erected to guide Men's 
n Conſciences, and New Maxims were introduc'd 
If to vacate both. The Foundations of Morality, 
i- as well as Chriſtianity, were ſoon overthrown 
n py thoſe numerous Seas, that then like Locuſts 

Dverſpread this Land, and by that Antinomian 
Principle, in which they ſeem'd almoſt one uid 
11 al 


(12-7 g 
all to agree; that the New Covenant is without 
any Condition whatſoever on Man's Part. A 


notable Reform from Popery this! For ſurely no 


Indulgences or Pardons can vacate more, than 
this hopeful Tenet of theirs, the Neceſlity of 
Holineſs and Peace, as well as the Authority of 
Scripture it ſelf; which alerts, that, without them, 
No Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 5 

But this is not the only Inſtance, wherein the 
Papiſts and they have kindly agreed, and ſerv'd 
one another. For indeed, in the whole Tran(- 
action of thoſe Years of Miſery, it's worth obſcr- 
ving, that while the Cry ran loudeſt againſt Po- 
pery, the whole Procedure was agreeable to it, 
and very much tended to introduce it. The 


Power of the People is a darling Romiſb Notion : _? 
from them, it devolves upon the Pope, as the Re- 


preſentative of the Univerſai Church. The Cauſe 


of Reſiſtance was borrow'd thence ; and is ſtill 3 


ſupported by their Arguments. The Diſtinction 
between Perſonal and Political Capacity is theirs 
too. Non permitto tibi, ut Regi non pareas, 


* (fays the Cardinal) uod eſſet contra Jus Divi- 7 
num; ſed facio, ut Ile, qui-Tibi Rex erat, non fit 


cc 


e Tihi deinceps Rex. And what elſe is the Fa- . 


natick Engliſh of this popiſ Latin; but, We fight 
not againſt the King, but againſt Charles Stuart. 


The running down the Authority of Biſhops, and 


affronting their Perſons, is directly from the Je- 


ſuits too : this they always did, and in this very 


Kingdom of our's, and on this Schiſmatical Prin- 
en 
Miniſterial Functions, without any Dependance 

upon, 


ciple ; becauſe they had a Mind to exerciſe their 


(13) 


0 upon, or Licenſe from them. And ſure it can 


hardly be diſputed, that the Subverting ſo well 


14 built, and ſo well a Reform'd Church, which 


the Papiſts themſelves have always ſpited, and 
Petie Proteſtants rever'd, as the only Bulwark 

againſt Popery, was ſerving the Conclave in the 
[higheſt Manner. Thus did zhe Heathen come (by 


God s Permiſſion) into God's Inheritance; his Holy 


* Temple did they defile, and made Feruſalem an Heap 


of Stones, How were We crumbled into Seas 
and Parties, at the Ruin of this Church and Mo- 
narchy: 2 Our Enemies were too too ſenſible what 
Vas doing, not to bring their Axes and Hammers, 
when they ſaw the Foundations ſtruck at. What 
Counſels and Contrivances at that Time among 
the devoted Sons of Rames What a Day of Tri- 
umph was this Fatal Day to them? Who joyn d 
ſo much as Papiſts in it? Who joy'd fo we as 
Papiſts at it? They ſaw and laugh'd at deluded 
4 Proteftimel Their Game was playing all the 
while, and ſo deep and deviliſh was the Plot, that 


4 We yet both fear and feel the ſad Effects on't. 


"When the Foundations were deſtroy d, the whole 


Ffabrick muſt needs be crumbled: And even thoſe 


:. 9 


1 Teyalty were gone, Men eaſily ran into the 
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Which were the principal and moſt neceſſary Ma- 
terials toward rebuilding it, could not eſcape, 
33 ſome Corruption, by having been ſcat- 


ter d and diſpers'd abroad. So deep is the Stain 
b nd Guilt of Innocent and Royal Blood, that the 


1 Foundations of many Generations are weaken d, and 
endanger'd by it! 


For when Th true nn of Religion and 


other 


( 14 ) 


other Extreams : for fear of Superſtition they 
turn'd Atheiſts, and courted Slavery to avoid 
Oppreſſion. From that Time to this, our Engliſh 
Blood has been tainted, and our Eugliſpb Princi- 
ples corrupted. Thoſe Seeds of Schiſm and Se- 
dition, which were then ſo plentifully ſown, 
have been ſo well cultivated ſince, and ſo ſpa- 
ringly and ſo ſeldom check'd, that they have 
more than once got Head, and had well nigh 
ſtifled and extinguiſh'd all the Principles of Reli- 
gion and Morality. | 
But I am bringing down your Thoughts too 
far from my propos d Method; and I hope from 
the preſent State of Things too. 
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Give me Leave therefore, after this melan- 
eholy Repreſentation of our Civil and Eccleſia- 
ſtical Polity in our Fathers Time; ſeriouſly to 
apply the whole to their and our unhappy Caſe, 
by Way of juſt Humiliation ; and then to our 7 
ſelves by Way of Caution. And let me never 
ſo briefly propoſe the former, I am ſure 'twill 
ſufficiently enforce the latter. 9 
And however grating it may be to ſome, or 
grievous to us all, yet let us Gn Juſtice to this 
mournful Day) from the Hiſtory of thoſe un- 
1 happy Times, and from the ſhort Relation juſt 
1 now given You, from what you have heard, and 
what ſome of you remember, put together the 
calamitous Circumſtances of a Pious King, and 
a Loyal People; and then anſwer for me the 
Pſalmiſt's Queſtion: What could the Righteow 
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(15) 
' When they ſaw the Breath of their Neftrits3 juſt 
"expiring, and with that their Polity diſſolving : 
| Sb they ſaw the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
their Pits, under whoſe Shadow they had promiſed 
themſelves Safety and Protection: When they ſaw 
im Priſoner to a Rebel-Army, who had disband- 
his own to make them eaſie and contented 5 
hen they ſaw him hunted and purſued and ar- 
raign'd as a Tyrant, who by their own Confeſ- 
ſion had paſs'd more good Bills than his Prede- 
ceflors, and no gad ones but of their exrorting : 
When they ſaw his Blood thirſted after, his Roy- 
al and Innocent Blood, who could not without: 
a deep and laſting Remorſe, conſent to the Death 
of a ſingle Man, at his own Requeſt, and in a 
Legal Way if making. a Law on purpoſe may 
be call'd bY : When they ſaw Him, who had 
been charg'd with the Breach of the Laws of 
Nature and Religion, for denying Liberty of 
Conſcience, abridg d of that Liberty himſelf by 
thoſe very impious Accuſers : When they ſaw 
Him preſs d to give up the Church and Cauſe of 


God, Radek his Judgment and Enquiry, againſt 


his Conſcience and his Soul, againſt his Oath, 
and againſt the Laws When they ſaw Him Bur- 
Tied to a Scaffold, there ſcarce allow'd Time for 
bis Prayers to God, in which thoſe Traytors had 
(as well as needed) the greateſt Share: When 
they ſaw the Crown Falles from his Head, and 
that Head by execrable Villains ſever d from his 
% Body, which by the Laws of God and Man was 
Sacred and Inviolable - What Part were the 
5 Righteous to at > What, to expect in all this 
of + Miſery and Diſtraction 3 C Ima- 
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Tmagine but your ſelves, without any Orderly 9 


and Legal Government; without a due and re- 
gular Adminiſtration of Juſtice; your Regal and 


your Parliamentary Frame quite ſnatter d; your 


Legiſlative and Executive deſtroy'd (every Thing 
the Reverſe of our preſent happy Poſture /) ; 
and then conceive your ſelves (if you can) 
without the ſoreſt Vexation and Oppreſlion ; 
and contrive, (if you can) any poſſible Means 
of Relief. . . 

For when thus We had baſely or tamely quit- 
ted our Old Conſtitution ; what became of thoſe 


ſpecious Pretences of Glorious and Happy Times, 


wherewith this Nation had been long deluded 2 
That Liberty which had the Guard of excellent 


Laws, and the Protection of a merciful Prince, 
was ſubjected to the arbitrary Wills of inſolent 


Rebels. Men's Perſons were impriſon'd, and 
their Lives were forfeited : Malignancy was the 
Charge, and Loyalty the Crime : nor could any 
thing redeem their Freedom, or their Blood, but 
a Surrender of their Fortunes, or (what's a 


dearer Price) their Conſciences to thoſe merci- - * 


leſs Exactors. | 
Thoſe Properties, which by the wiſe Conſti- 


tution of this Kingdom were duly protected, 


and by its happy Situation were daily improv'd : 


| thoſe Vines, which Men could ſafely fie under, 


and plentifully partake of, were now no longer 
to be call'd their own, The Fences were broke 
at Will by every licentious Invader, and who- 


ever went Ly, might with Impunity pluck off the © 


4 


Grap es. 


That 
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; That Breach, which had been unfortunately 
made by the Xing, and might have been eaſily 
ſtop'd up and heal'd, which was not opened with- 


out the Advice of the Judges, and might have 


been clos'd by the Advice of Parliament, (duti- 


fully tender d to Him, who was always as ready 


to redreſs, as they to complain) was by the 
Wickedneſs of ſome, and the Weakneſs of others, 
improv'd and widen'd, to the utter Deſtruction 


„ of all Legal Security and Defence; as if the 


only Way to repair a Breach had been to make 


it larger, and Mens Eſtates could never be fo 
» 


effectually ſecur'd, as by laying all open and in 


common. 


That orderly and regular Settlement of Reli- 


6 

- | gion, which had been wiſely reform'd, and hap- 
pily preſerv'd, how was its Unity diſtracted? 
Its Beauty defac'd ? Its Order unſetled 2 And its 
very Foundations overturn'd ? | 
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And when ſuch well-laid Foundations were 


| thus deſtroyed > What could the Righteous do? 


Nothing with any Force or Effect! Thoſe de- 
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| ſperate Projectors, who had at firſt in View the 
2 Overthrow of Church and State, had now effe- 


ctually compaſs d their Ungodly Purpoſes : But 
alas / how many of thoſe, whoſe Hearts were 


truly loyal, tho their Heads were leſs able, 
were drawn in and miſled by Popular Noiſe and 
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Jealouſy 2 Had theſe but known, in that their 


Day, what all thoſe Struggles and Conteſts would 
have ended in, the Ruin of all their Civil and 


Religious Rights, of all that was dear and valu- 
able, they would have taken up a Reſolution, 
1 2 as 


(18) 
2s they did afterward their Lamentation, in Ja- 
cob s Prophetick Words, O my Soul, come not thou 
into their Secrets; unto their Aſſembly, mine Ho- 
#our be not thou united; who in their impious and 
rebellious Anger ſlew a Man, of God's Right Hand, 
after God's own Heart; who pull'd down the beſt 
reform'd Part of the Church of Chriſt, that 
which was the neareſt in Doctrine and Practice, 


as well as the very ſame in Government, with 
the firſt and pureſt Apes. 


But as Hopeleſs and Liſcleſs as our Conſtitu- 
tion appear d; and as ineffectual as were all the 


feeble Attempts of the Righteous to reſtore it: 


when all Human Means had fail'd, then did it 


pleaſe the Almighty, (of whoſe Appointment So- 
cieties are, and whoſe particularly is that of the 
Church) mightily to interpoſe and ſave. He 
looked upon theſe Old Foundations with Favour 


and Compaſſion. Jie thought upon their Stones, 
and it pitied Him to ſee them in the Duſt; As 


ſure Work, as our Enemies had made on't, by 
cutting up the main Stock, and corrupting and 
ſcattering its Branches: yet in this dark and 


gloomy Time, 4d there ſpring up a Light for the 


Righteous, and joyful Gladneſs for ſuch as were true- 
hearted. Then did God, with whom 'tis equal 
and eaſy to fave, without and againit Hope, In- 
tereſt himſelf in our Righteous Cauſe ; by de- 
og the Oppreſſion, under which we had 
groan'd,by reſtoring our exil'd Sovereign, by re- 


uniting our ſhatter'd Frame, and ſcatter d People, 
by reviving our Polity and Government in all its - 


Parts; and above all, by re-ſettling his true Re- 
| ER, | ligion 
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ligion and Worſhip among us ; and {unleſs thro' 
the Judgment of God upon our Sins, the ſame 
Sort of. Men be ſuffer d again to ride over our 


Heads ) by eſtabliſhing it upon ſure Foundations 
for ever and ever. 


And this naturally leads me to what T am juſt 
to conclude with; namely, applying the whole, 

y Way of Caution to our ſelves; that ſince ſuch 
is the Miſery of a ruin'd Eſtabliſhment, and if 
next to impoſſible it be, when the . 
dre deſtroy d, to reſtore and rebuild them; ; then 
gertainly we ought to preſerve and ſecure them 
(while we may): For when they are once gone, 
Wc can the Righteous do ? 

And, one would think, that while the Miſeries 
or the Mercies, this Nation has experienc'd, are 
written for our Learning , and are yet before our 
* there needs not much be ſaid to engage us 
| to avoid thoſe Rocks, upon which We have 

any Time ſplit, or from which We have been 
4 onderfully preferv'd. 
** 1. It has been obſerv'd by a Pre- Bp. of Scrum, 
tate of great Experience and Diſ- 7" 39 1680. 
Erning, ſpeaking of the Rebellious g 

Times, that their unintelligible Way of talk- 
ing about Religion; crumbling into ſo many 
* Seas ; aſpirings of many, under the ſhew of 
Li. Humility and Mortification, tended to make 
the Seeds of Atheiſm grow up plentifully. 
And to this (adds He, I ſpeak it knowingly ) 
we owe the Beginnings of all thoſe impious 
and immoral Maxims, that have ſince over- 

| kad the Land. 


1 
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T wiſh for the Honour and the Safety of this 


Church and Nation, that (ſince the Preaching 


that excellent Sermon) thoſe Maxims were to- 
tally extinct, or viſibly decreas'd. But alas 
* theſe Effects continue ſtill, In Defiance of 


Religion and our preſent Laws, there ſeems to 
be an open, and a ſort of faſhionable Contempt, 
of every Thing that's ſerious and ſacred. The 
Peſtilence, that usd to walk in Darkneſs, now de. 


feroys at Noon- Day. Prophaneneſs and Irreligion 
have their Schools and Nurſeries, their publick 
Profeſſors and daring Champions; and ſuch i; 


their Audaciouſneſs, that it ſeems to call aloud 
for the Cenſure and Coercion of the Legiſlature, 


that they who deny their God and their Chriſt, ® 
may be put in Fear, and know themſelves te be the 


moſt Infamous of Mey. 


2. Since we have ſeen and known ſufficiently Þ 


the Miſeries of Rebellion; it's Time (one would 
chink) to diſcover and diſcard thoſe Doctrine 


to diſcourage and diſtruſt thoſe Perſons, tha 


would lead us to it. Shall they be look d upon 
as the beſt Guardians of our Church and Monar % 
chy, whoſe Principles and Practices are oppoſit: 
to both? Will a Republican ſupport the one, G 
an Atheiſt the other? Are they the beſt Subject: 
who in the mildeſt and moſt gracious Reign, a 
fond of vindicating a Duty, unknown to Law an 
Goſpel, even that of refi/ting the Higher Power: 
Are they our beſt Patrons and Protectors, who! | 
Mercies and Moderation have been always cruc! 
No ſure : let us learn better to diſtinguiſh bot. 


Perſons and Things. He only is the Righten 


__- 


0 ( 21 ) 
Ian (in the ſenſe of the Text) who will com- 
mend or condemn according to Right and Truth, 
let the Number or the Quality, of Abettors or 
Oppoſers, be juſt as it will: who will neither 
court the Proud, whom God reſiſts, nor ſpeak Good 
of the Covetous, whom God abhors : who will bold- 
Jy take God's, and His Vicegerent's Part: and 


- 
: 


vote and act openly and conſtantly on the Side 
of Vertue and Obedience. For ſo obſerv'd the 
wiſeſt of Kings in his Time: They that forſake 


| the Law, praiſe the wicked; but ſuch as keep the 
Law, contend with them, Prov. 28. 4. 

3. Since the Enemies of this Church and State 
(tho they are but too many) were never yet ſo 
numerous, or ſo ſtrong, as to undermine our Foun- 
ations, unleſs by working upon the Eaſineſs and 


© 2Credulity of ſome, or the Envy and Impatience 
pf others, in Principle, not at all diſaffected to 
pur Conſtitution ; let us learn at laſt to lay a- 
Ade all Perſonal Reſentments and Proſpects, 
-” Which only ſerve to divide and weaken, and ex- 
a" poſe us. When our Cauſe was low and deſpe- 
NM Fate, then we could awake, and conſider and be- 
* ir ourſelves; then we could truſt in God, and 
Inite to one another. And now that We are ſet 
iht again, let us not vote a Return to Miſery 
Dy murmuring and repining, by breaking or 


a varrelling among our ſelves; but let us love and 
a WMalue our excellent Conſtitution, and heartily 


* 


Join in its Defence and Security. Let us im- 
10' prove in the moſt Religious Loyalty to our pre- 
ue Ent Sovereign, in the profoundeſt Veneration 
Ir her Sacred Perſon, in an impartial Obedi- 


7 ence 


4 | 
ence to her Laws, in the humbleſt Defererice to 
her Princely Wiſdom, and in totally ſuppreſſing 
all thoſe peeviſh Paſſions or perverſe Oppoſiti. 
ons, which may diſturb the Serenity of Her 
Royal Mind, or deprive Her People of the Bieſ. 
fings of Peace. $ 
4. And to conclude: Let us on this Solemn # 
Day of Humiliation, fo chaſten our Elves with = 
Faſting, that (whatever be the baſe and barbs. ® 
rous Mockeries of others) it may never tr» 
on own Reproof. Let us abhor-thoſe Sins, which 7 
provoke God's Anger, (thoſe particularly of thi 
Lay) and deprecate thoſe Judgments, which ve 
heve {till Reaſon to fear. 1 
And whatever other Effect thi Day falls 0 
let it not, at leaſt, of this; to mind and cos 
vince us all, What little Certainty there is, in al” k 
thoſe Poſſeſſions, Authority and Power for bie 3 


Things, the Nee ef all meg Conflity 3 
tions are uncertain -and mutable, let us in Wo 
tation of the great Monarch and Martyr of thy 4 
Day, fix our Thoughts on that Time, when Gol 
mall call us to Himſelf, with whom is no Vari, 
Bleneß, neither Shadow of changing ; on that Ci 
which has Foundations, whoſe Hater and B e 
"God : To which happy Place, OY _ 
* 2 N 
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